Mortality Among Mothers Whose Children Were Taken Into Care by Child Protection Services: A Discordant Sibling Analysis.
This study examines whether mothers who had a child taken into care by child protection services have higher mortality rates compared with rates seen in their biological sisters who did not have a child taken into care. We conducted this retrospective cohort study using linkable administrative data from 3,948 mothers whose oldest child was born in Manitoba, Canada, between April 1, 1992, and March 31, 2015. These mothers were from 1,974 families in which one sister had a child taken into care and one sister did not. We computed rate differences and hazard ratios of all-cause, avoidable, and unavoidable mortality. There were an additional 24 deaths per 10,000 person-years among mothers who had had a child taken into care. Mothers who had a child taken into care had higher rates of mortality due to avoidable causes (hazard ratio = 3.46; 95% confidence interval: 1.41, 8.48) and unavoidable causes (hazard ratio = 2.92; 95% confidence interval: 1.01, 8.44). The number of children taken into care did not affect mortality rates among mothers with at least 1 child taken into care. The higher mortality rates-particularly avoidable mortality-among mothers who had a child taken into care indicate a need for more specific interventions for these mothers.